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MUN ICII'AL. KMAN CIPATION.

Kichmond Is moro rortunntoly sit¬

uated than hor sistor cities In New

York or Pennsylvania, not only In

the matter of climate and citizenship,
but also in the freedom which the

city has under its charter to care for

Its own citizens without intervention

from State IcgiMatlon. Tn Richmond

tho Ras works, the water works and

( the electric plant an, oil owned and I
I operated by the municipality. The

j Police and Health Dcpnrlments are j
I directly under the control of the City
Council, and there is no Intrntlon or j
Hit elihood at any time thnt the State

of Virginia will undertake to do to

Richmond whnt Michigan dM when

! tho Legislature of that State appoint-
od p. board of public works to control
the public buildings, pavements, sowers,
water works, etc., of Detroit. Or, as

when In 1ST0, the Legislature of Penn¬
sylvania ordered a new City Hall for
Philadelphia, and named ccrtnln com¬

missioners to erect tho building, with
absolute power to create a debt for
that purpose nnd to require a levy
of tares on the city for the payment
But that wns forty yenrs ngo. and in
those four decades the common sense

of this country has risen up and do-
nlcd the letrnl theory that cities ns a.

part of the Htntc government were nb-
FOlutely under State control, and could
ho taxed, administered and hauled
about at the will of the Legislature.
Tho courts, even as far hack nr

1*70, would not have allowed the Leg-
tclature to say to nn Individual, "Your
house Is too small, I will build you
a better ono: 1 will make It largo,
handsome nnd Impressive. I w'll em-

ploy my own architect and my own

contractor, and you shall pay the bill."
Yet when the Stiito undertakes to
make exactly tho samo demands upon
100.000 or 1,000.000 Individuals, tho
courts have frequently held such nets
to bo constitutional.

I3ven courts respond to n change) In jpublic sentiment, ami the growth of
the principle of commission govern¬
ment In th's country has done more
to open the way for local self-gov-
ernment In cities than nil the nrgu-
moms of professors and reformers.
There Is no reason In expediency or
exptrtencc why cities should bo do-
prlvcd of the right to do us a muni-
el pal corporation what tho earno num-
her of men could do n:i a private cor-

porallon. Tho shame which every
American feels when he contemplates
the failure of municipal administration
prior to the adoption of commission
form of government, should be nuhor
laid at the door ot^legislative Inter¬
ference with the cities 'than regarded
as an indication of inherent Incapacity
e>n the part of tho citizens to govern
themselves.
Richmond will «mbnrlt on a new tx.

vpcrimcnt next year in the municipal
administration of this city, but the
people o* Richmond will never be eat-
isficd until they are set free from
limitations Imposed upon this city and
upon all cities by the Constitution of
Virginia and by a charter which does
not meet the requirements of modern
conditions.

The Legislature now In session
naturally desires to make a record for
Jtself. It cannot do bo by appropria¬
tion, for it has no money t. appro-
prlato. But it can establish new ami
organic lews for this State that will
far outweigh In popular approval and
in pubi'c good any laws uhlch con-1
rist oniy in spending public money,

If the Lerriilatuio of 1S12 wishes
to raise itself to a position of lasting
fame, let It adopt the tax cornmUeion's
report and emancipate the, cltleB of
Virginia.

TRR TAX COMMISSION.
Mr. Speaker F.yrd yesterday Intro¬

duced In the House the moit Important
bill that will be offered this tension.
Xf it be written into law, :t will bring
to the people of Virginia the greatest
blessing they could nsk for now.tejt
equalization. This bill of Mr. Byrd't
v. on Id create a permanent tax commis-

j alon, properly clothed with plenary
j power In the matter Of «qunllztnu i*»t>t.
vdJnder the provision* of the measure
1 lha Stats Tax Commission would be
composed of the Governor, the presi¬
dent of the Senate, the Speaker, the
chairman of tho Slate Corporation
Commission, the ohalrman oi the
Uouse sad Sonar.i Commltuca on
finance, the Attorney-Uaneral, tho
Slate Treasurer, the Auditor of Pub-
lie Account* and the State Tax Com-
mission*?.
This eotntrdseiop by ths t*rm* of the

bill, Is vested with full authority to
summon witnesses, examine books, re¬
vise osatBsmsnts, fix rate« and do all
Otfasr things neuaasary and proper toj ".ring about just and equitable taxa-

tlon. The State Tax CommlBilonor Is
to have full power to go Into the books
and papers of tho tax officials In ull
counties and to ascertain all nceos-
sary- Information concerning valuoB
and other infcttero germane to the tax
question.
Tho purpose of the bill Is to centro

In one body the power of equalizing
taxation, and to give It all the rights
Incident to the use of that power.
Through suoh ft commission, and only
through auch a commission, can tho
gross Inequalities of tho present system
bo adjusted and Its tremendous In¬
justices stopped. There Is but one way
to solve tho tax question In Virginia
and that Is by giving o commission
of responsible men the power to re¬
vise estimates In accordance with the
facts. The right of appeal to the
court still ltes, and In a Judtolal
tribunal the aggrieved citizen moy seek
redress.

It Is easy to antlclpato the deboto
on this bill. Tho narrow-minded and
tho demagogic Will nrlso In all tholr
might of words, words, words and noth¬
ing but words and clamor, "local self-
government" and "centralization of
power," call on tho shades of tho Sage
of Montlccllo and make the welkin
ring with Impassioned appeals, hut
the solution proposed le the only pos¬
sible solution. Only those who do not
wish to give the State a square deal
liave any cause to be afraid. If this
;ommltslqn Is estaMlshcd.and Tho
rimes-Dispatch belloves that it will
«n.It will create reasonable and fair
nxatlon In this Commonwealth: r.nd
:hct sort of ts ration will be entirely]
lew to the people.

A. permanent fitnto Tax Commission
tpon thl.i one plank all who s^nk tax
«form must stand. That, and nothing
>ut that, can establish tax cqunllza- |Ion in Virginia.

UTTING* Of JUDO litBFTT ON AN OLD
FKI13ND.

As has been tho case almost evory
our years, ever slnou the "two-thirds
¦ule" was born, certain Democratic
*lsoaeres, prophets, loadors and ad-
.Isera of leaders, are now sluing In
udgment an that vrneroble offspring
if Democracy. Time nnd again, Just
ir'or to the asscmbllnc of tho Na-
lohal Democratic Convention, it hna j
icon brought to trial and condemned
o death, but, llko Its father, it has
icrslstently docllned to die. Although
OVorely wounded and battered Iji the
loufsn of Its friends. In its family
Irclc. when th-j appointed day of exe-
ut'on camn it Invariably refused tu
>o executed; none had the temerity
o oxeeute It, and It showed a provoca-
Ive capacity for securing a new leust.
>n life.
That apart, however. The point is
he historical fact of interest that
ihould it b0 dono to death this time, j
is we hardly imagine it will bo, It will
lie where It wns born. Tho two-
hlrds rule, requiring ttio vote of two-
hlrds of all tho delegates to a na-
tonal Democratic convention In order
;o make a nomination, was first adopt-
:d nt a national convention of the
>arty held In naltlmoro In 1SS2, and
ivery similar convention after that
ias reufltrmed lt.
''he Baltimore convention of 1832, >t

thould be stuted, did not formally
nominate a candldato for President,
jut passed a resolution heartily con-
:uirlng In tho repoatcd nomlnationb
for re-election Andrew Jackson had
-ccelved in various parts of the coun¬
try.
A principal reason for the vitality

if the two-thirds rule Is that while
It might gore a certain set of politi¬
cians and utplrunta In one convention,
It might be used to toss them 'into
power lu the. next. Coming down,
however, to its strict practical opera¬
tion, as shown by experience. It can¬
not be taid that it has really ev*r
affected tho fato of any candidate,
save that of Martin Vfcn Büren, whom
It defeated In 1S44. owing to the In¬
ability or indisposition of the Van
Buren majority of delegates to pre¬
vent the adoption of the rulo in the
convention of that year.

A QUESTION roll Tin: OAS DK.
I'AllTMIiNT.

Why In it that If tho gas gots out
of fix In tho home of a citizen after
noon Saturday, it cannot be fixed ur< ill
Monday morning? Why Is thero no
emergency man or force to look after
such cases? Why should the Gr.s De¬
partment thus inconvenience private
homes? Gas fixtures ero Just ai- like¬
ly to Ret out of order on Saturday
after midday cr,d Bundayl ca at any
otbor time, end If they can be tlxed
on one day, why not on another?
Tl.err ought to bo an emergency man
of tome sort to take care of gua mis¬
haps on Saturday after noon and on
Sunday Why cao't this bo done?
The proaent arrangement makes for
much (1'iicomfort and Inconvenience,
und It ought to be Changed. The
system of no emergenoy mnn on dutyaftor the force stops work for a dayand a half Is wholly unsatisfactory.Why can't the Oae Department do
something obout It?

CAnsrEcin?» riiisonf or nnori.A-TIOM,
Of coarse, Mr. Carnegie believes in

government regulation of large corpo¬rations. Why shouldn't he? It was,
government regulation that got Mr.Carnegie 1420,000.000 for a plant whosobook value we* only so.ne 1100.000,000.It was government regulation that en¬abled the um« steel company to-issuell.SOO.OOO.OOC of securities en the prop-erty thst cost 1800,000.000 ,-r.d then to
pay dividend on $760.000.000 of water.It we* government regulation, esshown by government protection, and
government regulation, es shown byfailure to enforce the Bherman antl-| true; law, that enabled the eteol com-

pnny and other companies to levy trib¬
ute and to exact payments from tho
whole country.
The warring comnetltors, being pro¬

tected from outside Interference by the
tariff wall, and having mado peace bn-
tween each other for a money cont'd-
oration, were left free from 1900 to 1912
to work their will on tho cltlzons und
consumers In tho home market.
Anybody can see where government

regulation paid hore. What has Mr.
Carnegie or any one else to expect from
froedom of opportunity that could
equal this license to levy trlbuto? Yet.
Mr. Carnegie and Mr. Roosevelt to the
contrary notwithstanding, tho common
iiense of the country will Insist upon
a re-eetabl'shmcnt of conditions that
will pormlt tho country to prosper,
careers to remain open, opportunity to
be offered, and prices to bo fixed by
natural laws, and not by tho mere whim
of thuso who believe In government
by regulation.

AIV UNPOPULÄR MEASURE. I
Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch, in tho long fight

over tho constitutional amendments
proposed by the General Aoscmbly of
IPOS, frequently laid it down as a prin¬
ciple of action that a constitutional
amendment is Justified only by a pub-
lie demand. The Constitution of Vir- .

glnla ought not to be amended at tho
request of a small class whoso rights
have not been trampled upon. For that
reason, it :s hard to understand why
Senator Thornton and Delegate Mar-
tin VV'llltima have revived tho issue
of 'ndcflnlte re-election of city treas¬
urers and city commissioners of the
revenue. In 1910. tho people by their
votes properly denied city treasurers
und oity commissioners of thu rev¬
enue more than two successive terms
In office, and the county treasurers
and county commissioners of tho rev-
onuo would have suffered the samo
fato but for the powerful lobby and
machine built up by thorn.
The proposition advanced by the two

tegialulore named abovo is to submit
to tho people two proposed amend¬
ments, one giving tho city treasurers
the right to succeed themselves In-
definitely, the other to allow city com¬
missioners of tho revenue to do the
name thing. Both measures are vicious
.ind should be killed at tho tlrüt op¬
portunity. The people have nothing
to lose by letting things .stay ab they
ire, und by disturbing the present
ardor thoy will lose. These city oill-
sera (Taut unlimited tcnur, because it
means more money und more power,
tnd thesu long tenure officers would
not use either their money or th.-lr
power for the public good. These two
proposed amendments will serve to
Itrongtheh city office-holders' rings,
ind will work ngnin.il efllctont con¬
duct of the offices Involved. Thu ques¬
tion is an old one, and It is a great
pity that un effort should be ugaln
mado to worry the people with pro-
positions tho pausagc of which will
do tho State no good and promote
only tho Intercuts of officials filled with
the lutit of ofllcc a:;d the love of power.
The quicker these measures are killed,
tho better.

THE RICHMOND BOOSTERS.
Many complimentary comments have

been evoked by the recent civic cele¬
bration In this city. The press nf Vir¬
ginia, and oven some -it the newspapers
without the Old Dominion, have nolod
In congratulatory voln the Richmond
spirit which made the event so re¬
markable and so successful.
Among the recent comments notice.!

Is the following from tho Fredericks-
burg Star:
"Richmond's big boosters' pa-adewas a complete success. Richmondknows she Is going ahead, and aha Isdetermined that the world shall kr.owit. Such a spirit means much to acity."
Tho Staunton Dispatch News de-'

clares that:
"What Slaunton needs most of nil Is

some of the Richmond spirit. No o'heritown in the country perhaps so Insis¬
tently tools Its own horn Of prr.lse ind
no other perhaps khows In such a strik¬
ing degree the good results that comefrom eternal boosting. It Is this hat.ltof continuously, everlnatlngly havingsomething nice to say about Itrelf.combined with n proparednxaB to ink.-
advantage of opportunities as thtyarlso, that constitutes the Richmond
Hpll it."
The ?ame newspaper goes on to say

that c dozen times annually there
comes to Slaunton a commercial travel-;
or whoso homo Is In Richmond. lie-,
represents a Richmond l.ouso, and
cigars is his Una. Half tho time, suya
our contemporary, bo talks cigars und
the other half "he citvoles to ulnglngi
the praises of the paradise on the
Jamei." With much genuine pluasure
this man "cun tell you and will Insist
on telling you, unless you threaten
him with a club," how many dollars'
worth of tnls and that Richmond sold
last year, how this sale compared fav-
urubly with tho outputs of firms doing
the same Hue of buslueus In Baltimore.
Kansiia City, Kslamasoo, Hangor, Dal¬
las or any other place. lie will dilate
oa tho cheap rents In Richmond and
speak glowingly of what pretty glris
there arc In the capital city; of how
many hunnrcdrt of millions of dollars
the bank deposits aggregate. "In fuct."
soya the Slaunton newspaper, "If you
will only Unten to him, and lt'a pretty
certain that you will, he will manage
to convince you that Richmond Is Just
about the gründen plac6 without the
p«arly gales." Then our contemporary
adds:

"This ono man Is typical of theRichmond peopln. No mutter tho na¬tion of the individual the Richmondfolk are agreed in thinking their own
town tho very beat plucu on earth, andwhether at homo or abroad, thoy novcr
negloct an opportunity to speak aword in praise of It. Nowhere lr, theworld will be fonnd a set of peoplemore loyal to their own city, and it Isthlo eternal bcntln^ and 'pulling' forRichmond, combined, an has beOn !,;:!(',with a readiness, to u.lu u£vuuiui(c of

opportunities, thnt h:is placed Hie Vir.
glnla capital well up In the lead union,:
American cttlos."
Kind and appreciated words these

but thoy Bhould serve only to In¬
spire Richmond boosters to con-
tlnuo to deserve thorn. Tho cast
of tho Richmond traveling mar
has many parallels nmuiiB tht
commercial men who trovol out ot
Richmond, and citizens generally, with¬
out respect to their occupation, sheulc
Imitate tho enthusiastic spirit of the
men wl'.h the grips und sample cases.
It may bo anld of a city as it Is «ald
of an Individual, "If you do not beltaye
In yourself, how can you expect any¬
body clso to believe In you7"

iik1.ps.
(Selected for Tho Tlmcs-Dlspatch.)
"They used helps.".Acts .xxvil. 17.
When SL Paul, who had appealed to

Caesar, wns on his way to Home by
sea. tho vessel wus overtaken by a
furious storm, and became less equal
to tho struggle each moment. Tho
strained and baltored timbers even lot
tho water In. Tho crew tried to give
the weakening ship some help by pass¬
ing a strong cablo round the hull; then
they cost much of the valuable cargo
overboard to lighten tho vessel and
savo the lives of thoso In tho ship-
From that shipwreck of St- Paul we
may draw many spiritual lersons. We
only have spacq to take up ono.that
of our need of using helps.
Wo are all in a measure like ships at

son. hoping to reach their destination
.our haven being Paradise. Of course,
like tho ships. wo must enrounter
many dangers, on the wide son of lifo.
Tho waves of the world often racp and
swell horribly. We tln.l the rocks of
temptation very numerous. There Is
a continual mutiny going on within
U3.tho struggle between good and
bvll. Often we are driven by a furious
tempest.the rushing wind of some

overpowering passion. All of those
things weaken us evon as the Bhlp lo
Injured by tho constant beating of tho
wind and waves in times of storm.
Then comes the tlmo when wo must do
is tho sailors on the Alexandrian ves¬
sel which carried St. Paul. We must
lighten the ship and use helps. Many
n. craft has gono down from being
sverldaded. Many a Christian has
started prosperously on his voyage to
heaven und been lost for tho same rea.
son. Sometimes men overload them¬
selves with tho desire for greMt
riches. Once nn American ship was
wrecked. On board there was a great
leal \if money, and after every ono bad
jeen taken from the sinking ship ox-

:opt one of tho sailors, ho was found
jn the deck tilling his pockets with
iold. lie was warned that the ship
ivas sinking rapidly, but so eager was
ie to secure riches that hrc filled his
Tocketn until he was unable to escape
with the lond ho amnssod. How many
3f us do tho very snmo thing, risk and
sven lose our splrltunl lives for the
accumulation of wealth to the exclu¬
sion of all othor things. Again wo fln.1
jnrsclves overladen with worldly nm-

Dltlons, or our own business affairs,
until we have no tlmo for hlnhor
thoughts. Wo may even bo heard to
say, when spoken to of religious ob¬
servances, that we have no time for
anything but our trede This being
true, we may go cr. until, overladen
with the sin of neglect, wo go down
In the great sea of eternity with these
words ringing In our cars: "What ihn.ll
It profit a man If ho gain tho whole
world, end lose his own soul?" Bo-
settlr.g bins ond bad hablta creep In
to wreck our souls if we do not guird
igalr.st them and put out of our lives
ill that hinders us from making spiri¬
tual progress. Even us a captain rnusr
sometimes sacrifice merchandise very
procloua to him and cast It overbosrd
to lighten tho ship and save tho life
Df his crew, we must havo to glvn up
some habit or pleasure dear to us bo-
cause It may be the moans of losing
tor tie eternal salvation. "We ore not
sufficient of ourselves;" our help com-
eth from the Lord, a:,d we must oak
for help nnd guidance, casting away
what hinders us. Foremost amongst
tho means ond helps provided by Gon
are the services and sncrumontp of
Ood's holy churches, whero wo hear
God's word and oro told of Christ'^
life; then the study of our Blblo and
prayer, which will load us to holp oth¬
ers even as we art helped. Try to help
others and God will nelp you.

"Colonel- seyj he is not a enn-
Jldato for President." No prlzo la of¬
fered for tho missing name.

During some of the lulls in legis¬
lation, when the House is taking a
breathing spell, why t extend tho
door to the i-ioot-lci reato of the Gen-!
eral Assembly, the Hon ;j, H. Lovo, of'
Lunenburg, whoss poems aro wholly
appropriate to his r.anio?

It Is rumored that the legislators
will be invited, lo several shindigs
sonn, tut we hust'ii to ussuro the.
folks at homo thut they will nol be
asked to dr.nce the "turkey trot" nor
the "grizzly bear," but Jur.t tho plain
o.d hop-down to the tune of "Turkey
In the Straw" or 'Billy In tho Low
(Wounds." I

Tectotulers who haven't touched any-1
thing for years, they aay, found this
snow so phenomenal and exceptional
that tho occasion Justified "JUBt one."

Series and Answers
Wnr Sonea,
Wur seems to furnle.h Inspiration forsong. Are there nhy patriotic songsknown to the present KOneratlon whichhad their origin In t his Wnr of theKi:volution 7 if so. can you recalltnetuJ Ii, c. b.Wo jecail but ono, "Yankee Doodle."

TUc California 8uIImgiii<a..To thu Editor of Tho Tlmetr-UteputchSir..-in reading your rueonl cdttorta1on "What the Women Did in Lob An¬geles," I m reminded of a letter In lueNew York Sun of Docembar 8 by MrsArthur M. Dodge, president of tho Na¬tional Association Opposed to WomanSuffrage. 1 venture to send you a feuextracts which may supplement thereport of the Chicago Tribune corre¬spondent on that mAck-lulkud-of Lo:Angeles oleellon. *
Mrs. Dodge, after replying to somestatements concerning woman's suf¬frage in California, by Ida Husted Har¬per, said:
"Does abo know that Dob Angelesgave a titulier majority for aufträgtthan it gave in the prior Suffrage eloc-tion? Does sho know that the -c&pl-tal and labor' cry was used by tho( suffragettes; who worked for the luhotj vote on tho ground that the McNa-j maras wero innocent victims of capi¬talistic greed? Does shu know thaithe Wngu Burners' League and kindredorganizations were formed In Doe An¬gl. I ru principally to convince the laborelement that votes for wuiiiun wereneeded to right the wroitga of the Mc-NamarasT Does alio know that Sam¬uel Oompcrs addressed auftrage meet¬ings In Los Angeles and In San Diegoand other cities In the southern partof thu State, in which he hold up thaMcNamurae as Innocent victims andurged the votes for women to rightthe wrongs of labor? Does she know-that on Labor Day, when tho policenamed u 'dead lino.' boyond whlotithe labor parade dat'od not go.a fewblocke from tho Jull>.the men as theyturned this nearest DOlnt to the lall,where were conticJ-d the McN'umaras,every one of them uncovered HI a headand walked with, his hat In his band,a tribute to the 'Persecution' of the Mc-Namaraa, while every band in the pa¬rade us It carae to tho same cornerpluyed the '.NYa-rselllalsu'? Does shoknow that, w^ijlo the dynamite troubleswere Bearing Hie souls of men whowere trying lo iivn further blomliiheiland confusion* as the labor men passedthe ¦votes fofr women headquarters'Mlf-n Mary J-'oy. one of the leadingau.'Tiage wor'kers, much in evidence, thesuffragettes, waved ihelr yellow bnn-neru us the men marched by. and tak¬ing up a c'oliege cry. yelled: Vote for'us and w/e will vote for you." untilthe lust n.nui in the pnrudc was outof hearing? Those facts and a fewotliur fac':s Mrs, liarper evidently docsnot care to pass on to those who donot knu w of California conditions."Mrs. Harper calls uttenllon to thefact Hint the women of California reg¬istered heavily for the December Soleellcn, und cites this fact us a reasonthut 'women want to ballot.' If Mrs.tlarpfer knows anything at all of Cull-forn/u conditions sho must know whythe women registered she must knowttMfe even the churches were openedlor registration on Sunday, and thatovtory possible power was brought tobear lo induce tho women to register;np.1. must know thut thu anil-au.i rngoorganization was called upon to reg-Vster. und did register, for what pur¬pose? because in* suffragettes wereworking for the election of .lob Har-riman, the Socialist cundlduto forMayor, und one of tho attorneys fortbo McNnmaras, and Harrlmnn's crywus the persecution of tho MaNamarnsand the necessity for labor to be ridlot the persecution.j "In the light of the confessions oflac accused men tho Socialists havebeen thrown Into confusion, und nli-.othe women Who have been going fromhouse to houfp picturing Iho hurrow-log persecution of tho men nnd solic¬iting the votes of tho women for llar-rlman and an end of the 'persecution''of labor. Yes. the Los Angeles womendid register; und that In one moro rea¬son why they uro now willing to workfor a rpp«'«l of tho suffrage amend-ment.Pi that they will not bo forcedInto another similar condition In thoJ future. The nnil-pufTrHglsts took nostand In the McNnmnra matter indwerft nnxtous to withhold Judgment un-111 the trial was ended. They wuntedto avert tbo riot and bloodshed whichwould follow the sufTrnguttee' cry of'persecution.' "

Thrs» statements will. T am sure.Interest your readers, and may sug-gest to many of them, who have nathad their attention called to It. howaatilty the sympathies of women canbo touched and now readily th?y would.lend themselves to the schemes of un-scrupuloua politicians. If interestedat nil lhay would certainly "work forc» r.rtldalcn more nnthuslnstlcally thanmen." as tho correspondent you quoteobserved.The heavy registration and vote ofthe women Is explained by Mrs. Dodgo.That tho women "defeated socialism"Is a lnrge claim for them In view ofthe euffregelte activities In favor ofthe Socialist candidate. The McXa-mara confession, coming as It did Justbefore the election, shocked the com¬mon senhe of the community Into ac¬tion. We can hardly give all the cred-it to the women.
That the Los Angeloa women "de-ifouled prohibition" has disappointedmany of those who are striving forbetter conditions in which to raise theirboys, and seems Inconsistent with thoconstant claim of the suffruglsls thatthe liquor evil will never bo abolish¬ed until the women vote.Tho fuel that Los Angeles "wontwet" when "the womon cust moro thanhalf tho lotnl voto" waltH for an ex¬planation. It will probably be allrlb-buted by the stiffruglsts to thut bug¬aboo of their imagination, "an al¬liance between the antl-euffraglsls andthe liquor dealers."
Mrs. Dodge says "that California wo¬men nr© well able to take care ofthemselves Is Indicated by the factthat the women working for the re¬peal of suffrage had some days ngo,b< lore the Los Angeles election, se¬cured 10.000 names to tholr petition."Let me quote Mrs. Dodge once moroon a point which can hardly fall toInterest the women of Richmond, how¬ever Indifferent they may be to thosubject of woman's nufTrngo, as Itshows to what tho feminist movo-mrmt will lend:
"In conclusion mlirht I ask Mra.Harper's opinion on the Idean of MaxKnutman end bis wife, noted Biiffro-glsts, who assert that while mp.rrledMrs. Eastman will be known as 'Miss'find not 'wiur tho Mrs. badge of slav¬ery.' which view Is Indorsed by anEnglish suffrngctto now on our shores,who retains tho name of 'Miss Owen."though married to a suffraglnl? DoArncirlcan womon want this 'advance¬ment' of tho race, or do thoy term itretrogression?"

MRS. OEOROB DOCOLAS MIDLER.Richmond.
A Reply to the Online}- Estimate of

.Wilson.To the Editor of-The TImes-Dlspntch:Sir,.I hove rc-ad the throo articlesof Professor rt. H. Dabney. of the unt-versltv of Virginia, on the availabilityand prospects of Wor.drow Wilson, ofNew jersey, nn a presidential condl-dntn. Ills' flfst articles wore criti¬cisms nnd condemnation of tho apolhyprevailing In Vlrlgnla towards a manborn In Ibis State, which, on accountof this fact, said apathy seemed tohim unaccountable.
All of Profensor Dnbnoy's articles

arc charprterizod by n gushing en¬thusiasm', peculiar to the Virginiantemperament, as well us io tho factthat Woodrow Wilson nnd himself Wero
schoolmates In the long ago.
Now, to be rational, why should Vir¬

ginia voters be enthused over the can¬
didacy of n man, even If ho wns horn
In the State, who bun spent the great¬
er psrt. If not all. his life outside of
the State; a man who has never been
Identified In any public way In the
Affairs of the Stato; a man who has
attained whatever distinction he has
us a citizen of New Jersey by Partici¬pation in the public life of. that Stato
os a teacher and a politician?
Champ Clark was born in Kentucky.

Toneph W. Folk was born In Ten¬
nessee They are candidates from Mis¬
souri, "but the citizens of their native
States are not boosting their candidacy'on that account. These men's livos are
socially, financially, politically aeso-Slated With Missouri. As to the Im¬
portance of birthplace: If mere birth
In a State imposes obligations on Its
citizens «o give recognition to a maneoVpfnUlons for official position, whoro
wm Professor Dabney wwl Wooircav

Wilson'« Virginia friends a few yearsago, when the authorities und tho presswuru cunvusslng for a president fortho Virginia University? Mr. Wilson'snumo wus discussed by thu papers andalumni ug tho right man for tho place.He was pre-eminently fitted for thoposition. It was right In lino with hislifo work. Ills Virginia birth cut noflguro then, but hlu attainments dida short time afterwards when a greateruniversity placed hith In Its president'schulr. Birth Is a mere Incident, andhas Uttlo to do with a man's after¬life, whether a success of a failure.

"Honor and fame from no conditionrlso;Act well your port, there all thehonor lies.''
Virginians owe nothing on accountof his birthplace. !->lgiir Allan l'oewas born In Boston, and was « NewKngland Yankee; and vet Southernersworship him as a .Southern poet.Professor Dnbncy, In hin article InThe Tlmes-Dispnteh of December 30.seems to have been carried nway byenthusiasm over the popularity andavailability of his candidate, us in¬dicated by the evidence he producesIn n column and u half. A« ho rushesalong his high hopes of Wilson's nomi¬nation become lurid with his intensefervor. He seems to be enrapturedwith the thought ns In- plavs out hisevidence that there Is "no other can¬didate in thu Meld. North. South, 12081and West, all are for Wilson. Now.what Is his ovldonco for this ecstaticstato of mind? First, the naked state¬ments of newspapors as to Wilson'sprospects In several Stater, baaed uponInterview» with citizens or the editor'sown opinion. Here !b the way thisclans of Professor Dabney's evidenceruns. A newspaper has recently beenquoted as mulclng these statements(the professor doesn't name tho pa¬per): "Michigan's 2S votes go toWilson"; "Delaware Is 07 per cent.Wilson": "Wisconsin Is safe for Wil¬son": "Pennsylvania will instruct forWilson." und so of half-dozen otherStates; all for Wilson. According toa "newspaper." the name of which hefails to give or the authority thopaper hus for publishing such amazingInformation so early In tho game. Theprofessor also quotes from The Times-Dispatch, such as these: "Wisconsin,Illinois an.i Colorado ar« confidentlyput In tho Wilson column." That if

very convincing, don't vou think? Iwonder how The TImcs-Dlspatch fuundit out: -Tho Tlmea-Dlspatoh declaredhe would carry California, Oregon andWashington ngalnst Taft."ThlB Is tho class of newspaper evi¬dence ProfesBor Dobney gives ns proofof Wilson's availability. . His secondclass of evidence, und to which heattaches an amazing Importance. In"straw, votes," an<i what Is moreamazing, the "straw votes" of collegeboya. one-half of whom, it Is safe to
say, were not legal voters.He nays eleven colleges In Ohio on¦ "straw vote actually gave Wilson100 more votes than Harman and Taftcombined."
This college vote grows on him ashe w rites, until he gels to tho assor-tlon that this vote In eleven schoolsof Ohio is either "the echo of theirfathers or Indicates the trend of theyoung men tnot of Ohio), but of thewhole country."
How docs, this "straw vote" look

v. hen all the factors are considered?Ohio has thlrty-tlve colleges, withIK,000 students. ISIcven of them. On nn
average of about 6.000 boys, took thisremarkable yet convincing vote toProfessor Dabney's mind. To himthis vote Indicates the "trend of the
young men of tho country."There nre nearly C00 collsgos anddegree schools in the United States,with 279.000 students. The professor
says Wilson clubs huvo been formedIn about 100 of them, from which fncthe gathers strong evldeneo of Wood-,
row Wilson's availability.Think for a moment of the Inslgnl-fleshes of "Straw votes" in this case,and straw votes In general' Tho great;State of Ohio hns t77,fioo Democratic
voters. Whut err-ct would or will Pro-
fessor Dabney's G.Oi)0 Wilson collegeboys, a large proportion minors, have
on the rank and (Ho of the Slate, a
State, too, which gave Harmon over
100,000 majority?
Would Professor Dabney's newspaperevidence and "straw vote" evidenceconvince any'reflecting man that wood-1row Wilson Is the only available man

before the country for the Democratic,
nomination? And yet this |S what ho
wants Virginia to believe in his com-munlcallon of December 30.

There are two sides to a mnn's
availability for ofllce. Professor Dab-
ney has tried to show tho affirmative
side. But there are some potent ob-
Stades to Mr. Wilson's success. Ho
halls from a small Stale.New Jerseyhns but tight electoral votes. A stu¬
dent of political history knows that
since the Civil War tho nominees of
both great partlen have been taken
from .States whose olectoral votes,counted as lartre ns possible.
This point weighed more than once

ngalnst that groat Democrat, Bayard,
of Delaware.. He was a man of tho
highest honor and ability."Sans pucret Bans repro.ihe."

Mr. Wilson, as compared w-lth hin I
competitors In the race, Is a novice In
official public life. No matter what maybe said of him personally, he Is a jgreen hand at the public bellows. To
the masses of the peoplo he was un¬
known until he Jumped from tho
schoolroom to thy governorship of
New Jersey.
Professor Dabney tells us he I« tho

greatest American statesman to-dny.Time and experience makes stuteamen.
Clark ha» been In public life sixteen
years; Harmon more than twenty. Mr.
Wilson has handled tho ferrule no
doubt well, but that doea not fit him
to guide and control n nation of 00.
OOO.OO'i of people. Is Mr. Wilson, with
little or no State und national ex-
perience; a reader of books and not ajreader of men; Is ho to be carried to
the White House on Bowery beds of
ease, while llurmon and Clark, through
long years,

»I"Havo fought to win the prize.
And sailed through bloody seas?"

Mr. Wilson ran for Governor of Now
Jersey as u reformer; he was elected,
and did reform New Jersey's political
methods; but last November tho State
wont back on his reformation; nnj he
was defeated In every county In the
Statu, although he made- a personal jcanvass and spoke In every county.
Hence the suspicion: "Can Mr. Wilson
carry his own State?"
Furthermore. Mr. Wilson went WoBt

and made some speeches. In Oregon jhe mot face to face tho Initiative,
referendum and recall doctrino In
practical operation, and the men who
advocated It, and who convinced him
of Its Utility: but he has atscovrred
since his return East that such d-^c-
trlnos are entirely local. As General
Hancock concluded about the tariff In
18go."It wus entirely local." Han- jcock was dofeated. ,
Mr Kditor, I hnd more to say on tho

subject of Mr. Wilson's availability as
a Democratic, candidate for the presl-
dency. but I have Intruded on your
snaco for too much now.p .IAS. C. RENSHAW.

Charlottcsvllle.

La Marquise de Fontenoy
ALTCK, Ividy Manscl'B bankruptcy.

in Leeds, brings to light tho
fact that this former burlesque
actress, who graduated from th0

London Gaiety Theatre, is still on the'

stage, und touring the provinces with
u party of rjulte young girls, who ap¬
pear with her in music hulls, figuring
on the program us "Lady Munsul and
Juveniles." and who are supposed to
rocelvc theatrical Instruction from hor,
being 'regarded us her pupils. Bho
mudv a nuinbor of theatrical tours In
the United States, as Lady Manool,
shortly after her marriage with th«
lato Sir Richard Manscl, und also af¬
ter his death: not, however, with much
success, for her dramatic art was not
in keeping with hor ancient title or
numc. consisting In hor appearanco on
tho stage In a boy's costume, and
singing some English music hall
songs, with Interludes of skipping-
ropo dances.
Her husband. Sir Richard Mansel,

who ranked tlurtng his lifetime as
thu Icnth baronet, was a drunkon
spendthrift, whoso extravagance ro -

suited In the losa of the ancestralhome of thu family, Weir CourlonuyTurk, which was sold fur tho benefitof his creditors. Bankrupt and penni¬less, lie, and his young son by his
tl r>-1 marriage, became entirely de¬pendent upon the earnings of his soc-inid and actress wife. And when hodied. In u cheap lodglnghouno atHrlghtou, lie appointed his widow, und
a theatrical friend of her», of tho
name .if Nyo, to take churgo of his
boy. Ills father's relatives objected tothis, and nppcaled to tho courts. In¬sisting that neither Lady Manscl norNyo wan a lit person to bo Intrusted
with the education of a lad of goodfamily, Notwithstanding the fact thatLady Manscl showed that by her earn¬ings on tho stugc she had for a num¬
ber of years maintained at her ex¬
pense both her hubband and his son,the boy was ulllmutoly made a wardIn chancery.

This actress. Lady Manscl, whosomaiden namo was Ada Alice Lea, does
not figure In the "Whltsker's Peer¬
age and Baronetage" Just Issued, tortho year ial2. having been eliminatedtherefrom, on tho ground that her hus¬band. Sir Richard, had never been on-titled to style himself baronet. Inthis tho ordinarily so correct "Wblt-aker's Peerage" errs, arid fulii to takoInto account the decision of tho RoyalCollege of Aims; und of the llou6e of
].-...:¦. sitting In final appeal. In thisBOfhewhät romantic matter.

It seems that Sir Itlchurd Mansel'n
father. Major Courtenay Manscl. grand¬father of the proHent baronet, hadlived at least nine years with his wlfo
before going through the ecclesiasti¬cal ceremony of man Ingo with hor In
Englund In IMS During nearly all
of these nine years they had residedIn rk-otland, and the fact that tbeyhad passed thero as man and wife,
was sufficient In the eyes of the law
of Scotland to constitute a. legal mar¬riage. Thcro wore several children
born to the couple In Scotland, amongthem a son, Edward Berkeley MenaeL
But when the Mansel baronetcy bo-
enmc vacant through the death of his
cousin. Sir John Mansel. ninth of hisline, It wus Edward Berkeley Mansel'a
younger brother. Blchard. born efter
his parents' ecoleslaallca] marriage,who succeeded to tho baronetcy and
to tho estates, on the pleu of his elder
brother Edward's Illegitimacy.It was not until nearly sixteen
years after Richard's death, ar.d the
succession of his son, Courtenay. to the
title, that Colonel Edward BerkeleyManscl mnnngeu. efter a good deal ofdifficulty, to obtain from the Court of
Session In Scotland u declaration of
marriage, establishing the fact that
his father. Major Courtenay Mansel.
had been In the eyes of the law the
legal husband uf thu applicant's moth¬
er during their residence In the
northern kingdom, prior to the ecclesi¬
astical marriage ceremony In Eng¬land, and that he himself, therefore,
was tho eldest and legitimate eon of
h|H father. Ills nephew, young SirCourli nny, that Is to say. the .on of
Sir Richard, was n friendly party to
tho suit, and the only reason for tho
appeal to tho courts was for the sake
of obtaining recognition of the legiti¬
macy of t'olonei Mansel. and of his
ownership of the baronetcy then vest¬
ed In his nephew. Sir Courtenay sur¬
rendered the title to his uncle, und hin
stepmother, the Oalety actress, Allee
Lea, was likewise deprived of h'-r (Jtieof Lady Mansel, since her husband,Sir Richard, appears) by the decree ofthe Scottish courts, to have held thebaronetcy Illegally.
A few years lutcr Colonel Sir Ed-

war,] Courtenay elled, and as he had
no children of his own, ttie baron etc)
retturne.d to his nephew, while the
colonel nls.i left him his very ex¬
tensive property, In recognition .>:
generous and honoruu.e manner In
which ho had acted. In connection with
the surrender of tho family honors,
for Sir Courtenay hail not awaited the
action of tho Court of Session tit Edin¬
burgh. In granting the declaration of
marriage, before abandoning the use
of the title. As soon as he became
aware of tho flaw In his right to tho
baronetcy he notified his uncle that
he would refrain from thenceforth
from using the prefix of "Sir" to his
Christian name, and that, far from
contesting any legal action his uncle
migni bring to esUblUh his right, be
would assist him In the matter.
Within the last twelve months or

bo a new development has arisen In
the affair. The College of Arms In
England, and the House of Lords as
supreme tribunal, have determined that
although tne peculiar Scotch marriage
lawB were sufficient to render legal the
union between Mujor Courtenay MhiiaoI
and ti 1 b wlfo prior to their eccleslastl-
cnl marriage, and to legitimize any
children born prior to theli wedding,
yet ihut no marriage law. other than
that of Engl...mi. could cover the suc¬
cession lo an English title. Couee-
(luently, that although the lute Colone]Sir Edward Mansel was legitimate ac¬
cording to tho laws of Scotland, he
was not entitled lo the English bar¬
onetcy. This decision had the effect
of depriving Sir Edward's widow of
her title of "Lady" pre-llxed to hor sur¬
name, und of restoring It to the former
Uulety actress, namely, thu stepmoth¬
er of the present baronet.
Young Sir Courtenay Mansel married.

In 190'j, Mary Germuln. daughterof tho late Frederick Llttlewood, and
has a son by her, of the namo of John,
now two years old, who Is next heir
to the Manscl baronetcy. Curiously
enough, this marriage was kept secret
end has not figured In "Burke'S Peer¬
age," or In any of the other stand¬
ard works of reference until this year.

Sir Courtenay jlvos at tho Manor of
Maas-y-Crilglau, In Wales, whora he
holds the position of justice of the
peace and deputy lieutenant.
Tho ruling of the Loyal College of

Heralds In Eondon. ar.d of tho House
of Lords. In connection with the Man-
sol case, applied alKo to the recent
Macdonald or the Isles cause colebre.
When Alexander Macdonald, whose
forebears had boen guilty of an error
analogous to that of old Major Court¬
enay Mansol, In living In Scotland tor
a niimbur of years, with the mother of
his children, boforo ecclesiastically
marrying hor In England, established
some twelve months ago the legality
of their union In Scotland, and the
legitimacy of their children born there,according to Scotch law. It was held
that while this rulo applied to tho
Scotch baronetcy of the family, which
gnve him the status of premier baronet
of Scotland, it did not apply to tho
Irish barony. Otherwise he would bo
Lord Macdonald to-day, Inslcud of
merely Sir Alexander Macdonald of tho
Isles.
(Copyright, 1312, by the Brontwood

Company.)
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